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THUNDER BAY-NORTH SHORE ANGLICANS 

May 25, 2024 

 Deanery Council Meeting   

hosted by St. Mary’s, Nipigon 

Devotions at 9:30 a.m. 

TOTAL  ATTENDANCE including Zoom:   34 

  
  THOSE PRESENT: 

 Deanery Chair – the Rev. Canon Ed Swayze (St. Stephen’s) 

 Archdeacon – the Venerable Deborah Kraft  

 Lay Stewards – Brenda O’Neill (Gathering Table)   

 Secretary – Patricia Mark (St. Michael’s)  

 Treasurer – Janet Pike (St. Stephen’s)    

 A.C.W. Deanery President – Janet Pike (temp.) 

 PWRDF Coordinator –   Carol Knox (St. Paul’s) 

 Deanery Youth Coordinator – Jennifer Snowden (St. Paul’s) 

 Deanery Finance Chair – the Rev. Canon Ed Swayze (St. Stephen’s)  

 Communications Committee Chair – Sharon Corston (Gathering Table) 

Mission to Seafarers – the Rev. Canon Ed Swayze;  

                  (Pastor Matthew Diegel – Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church - regrets)     

 Warden of Lay Readers – the Rev. Deb Everest (St. George’s)  

 Camp Gitchigomee – Jim Sutton (Gathering Table)  

 St. George’s – Rev. Deb Everest;   Janet Creighton   

 Gathering Table – the Rev. Ann Camber; David Reid; (Shirley Chisholm-regrets)        

 St. Mary’s (Nipigon) – the Rev. Jan Latham; Shirlene Mowat;  Alfreda Woods   

           St. John the Evangelist (Schreiber) -  the Rev. Jan Latham;  Shirley Hamilton         

St. Michael’s – the Rev. Elizabeth Sipos; Vicky Gilham; Jenn Mead; 

   (Sharon Styles – regrets)                                                                      

St. Paul’s -the Rev. Nancy Ringham; Dorothy Piccinin; Adrienne Davis; 

                  Alicia Sandham; Deborah Victor; Candace LaFrance 

St. Stephen’s – Diane Swayze; (Arlene Halverson – regrets)   

 St. Thomas’ – the Rev. Jonathan Blanchard 

 Parish of West Thunder Bay – the Rev. Jonathan Blanchard 

- St. Mark’s – Art Stephenson;  Jim Naida; (Greg Stephenson – regrets)  

- St James –  (Bonnie Perrier – regrets);   (Pat Hari – regrets)   

Youth Delegates to Synod – Hollie Davis (St. Paul’s) 

 

Zoom – Dale Willis - St. Thomas    

            -  Joyce Essa – St. Michael’s 

            - Barbara Brayshaw Fontaine – St. Michael’s 
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Archbishop Anne’s Motto for 2024 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to bless you 

abundantly so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in     

                                         every good work.”                                  2 Corinthians 9:7-8 

 

1. Welcome – the Rev. Canon Ed Swayze 

2. Opening Worship – the Rev. Jan Latham 

3. Attendance sheets circulated including those sending ‘Regrets’ 

4. The Agenda for May 25th, 2024 Meeting adopted as circulated by show of hands   

5. Motion to adopt Minutes of February 24th, 2024 Deanery Council Meeting as circulated 

     Jennifer Snowden (M)           David Reid (S)                   CARRIED 

6. New Business 

     (a) Camp Gitchigomee Rep to Council 

          Deanery Bylaw 1 amended by adding: 

          vii. Camp Gitchigomee representative appointed by the Camp Gitchigomee 

                 Board of Directors  

                             Sharon Corston     (M)         Patricia Mark     (S)      CARRIED 

       Camp Gitchigomee Board of Directors has appointed Jim Sutton as Camp rep to  

                  Deanery Council.  

7.(a) Archdeacon’s Report – Archdeacon Deborah 

        report attached update:   Venerable Dr. Jay Koyle’s 3 year appointment to Thorneloe  

       University as Director of the School of Theology; Deanery Council Potluck Sunday,  

       August 26th, 2024 @ Archdeacon’s cottage, details and map to follow; request from Prison  

       Chaplain for volunteers, contact Archdeacon for further details; pulpit exchange  

       scheduled to Spring 2025; ‘Say Yes to Kids Sunday’ June 2nd, 2024, info Anglican  

       Foundation website for further information; Diocesan Administrative Assistant, Liz Hamel, 

       has retired [Caral MacEwan has been hired as the Diocesan Administrative Assistant]; 

       Diocesan Executive Meeting in Sudbury via Zoom mid June; Archbishop Anne  

       Germond has received an honorary doctorate from Trinity College; Annual ACW in  

       Huntsville 

  (b) Anglican Foundation – Anne Wilson – delayed 

  (c) Deanery Committees: 

        i.  Finance – Sharon Corston 

            financial report circulated; Travel Expense Claim reviewed;  

MOTION to amend the reimbursement for travel expense from $0.37 per km  

                           to $0.50 per km 

                                    Janet Pike   (M)            Jim Sutton  (S)             CARRIED 

        ii. Communications - Sharon Corston 

            report attached; videos posted on Thunder Bay Northshore Deanery Website;  

            event information to be posted forwarded to Canon Ed as well 
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        iii. Deanery Day/Mutual Ministry – Carol Knox 

             verbal report; request for funding for workshop deferred to October Deanery Council  

         iv.  Lenten Quiet Day Report attached 

  (d) PWRDF partnering for Canadian Food Grain Day with further details to follow 

  (e)  ACW – Janet Pike 

report attached; a moment of silence acknowledging the passing of Ruth Merkley, during 

her term as President 

verbal update by Janet Pike; ACW Annual 2024 in Huntsville; only 1 active ACW group in 

Thunder Bay Deanery at St. Michael’s; declining membership an issue, new attendees are 

welcome;  afternoon meetings; National ACW spans Canada; details with National 

Conference; Diocesan ACW Treasurer retiring; all donations welcome 

  (f)  Mission to Seafarers – the Rev. Canon Ed 

        report attached; brief verbal update; thanks to Irene Wyrozub for managing Mission  

        Office today   

 

  (g)  Camp Gitchigomee – Jim Sutton 

        report attached; thanks to Salvation Army for a generous donation allowing available  

        Bursary money for those  children requiring some financial assistance   

 

8. Business Arising – the Rev. Canon Ed 

      (a) MOTION to lift from the table the “Motion to refer a change in the definition of a  

           parish to Diocesan Synod” 

                            David Reid    (M)          Jim Naida    (S)          CARRIED       

         Jim Naida in agreement that this Motion be removed     CONSENSUS     

i.  Proposed Motion from the Parishes of West Thunder Bay and St. Thomas     

MOTION: 

Be it resolved that the Thunder Bay-North Shore Deanery Council refer the 

following to the next regular meeting of Diocesan Synod for consideration: 

Add the following definition of Shared Ministry to canon H-5:  ESTABLISHMENT 

AND DISSOLUTION OF CONGREGATIONS AND PARISHES. 

Shared Ministry:  Shared Ministry is a ministry model where two or more parishes 

enter into an arrangement which includes the sharing of the incumbents(s).  The 

details of the Shared Ministry are specified in a Covenant of Shared Ministry that 

ensures a common understanding about the arrangements.  The parishes retain 

their identity as separate parishes with separate administrations; they are not 

consolidated into a single parish.  This allows each parish to continue its unique 

ministry to the local community and wider church.  

And, 
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Amend Canon H-5:  ESTABLISHMENT AND DISSOLUTION OF CONGREGATIONS 

AND PARISHES paragraph 3 to read: 

 As has been the custom of the Diocese since the formation the Synod, the Bishop  

may divide a parish into two or more new parishes, bring two or more parishes 

 together in a Shared Ministry; consolidate two or more parishes into a single new  

parish, transfer a congregation between parishes, or transfer one or more  

congregations from a dissolved parish to another parish or parishes, after  

consultation with the Executive Committee, and appoint such new incumbent or  

incumbents as the Bishop finds appropriate in conformity with Canon 1-1  

Appointments to Charges.  

           Jim   Naida    (M)                         Dale  Willis  (S)                CARRIED 

 

           ii. Motion to amend the Constitution of the Diocese of Algoma regarding the Number of  

Lay Delegates to Synod, to be referred to the next Diocesan Synod for consideration. 

MOTION: 

That the Constitution of the Diocese of Algoma, Article 3 Lay Delegates to Synod 

section 2, be amended to read: 

2. Number of delegates: 

a) Every congregation shall be entitled to elect one lay delegate and an 

alternate. 

b) If the number of its canonical voters exceeds one hundred, the 

congregation shall be entitled to two lay delegates.  If the number of 

its canonical voters exceeds two hundred, the congregation shall be 

entitled to three lay delegates. 

c) At least one delegate in each congregation shall be a resident of that 

congregation. 

d) In the case of the election of more than one delegate, the Chair of 

the Vestry shall sign a certificate stating the number of canonical 

voters and forward it to the Secretary of the Synod with the 

certificate of election. 

when no incumbent: 

e) In any case where there is no incumbent, the Territorial Archdeacon 

shall act to ensure the provisions of this Constitution are followed.     

Notification of Synod office:  

f) The incumbent and churchwardens shall forward to the Synod 

Office the name of the delegate(s) and alternates elected at the 

Annual Vestry meeting within one month following that meeting. 

Nomination at any vestry: 

g) For sufficient cause, lay delegates may be nominated and elected in 

the manner provided above at any Vestry meeting called for the 

purpose, provided that the provisions for the calling of a Vestry 

meeting are followed. 

           the Rev. Jan Latham (M)   &    the Rev. Jonathan Blanchard (S) 

                           MOTION   carried with 1 opposed 

***NOTE:   Much discussion concerning the definition of the term ‘resident’, requires clarification  
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  (b) Review of Missional Objectives and progress update - the Venerable Dr. Deborah Kraft 

(timed small group work)  

1. one area of formation or education which needs to be developed in your  

congregation before next Synod (discipleship) – meaning of baptism; what can we 

do to grow in their life of discipleship with the Lord, e.g. book study; parish luncheon; 

**develop initiatives with ideas to be presented from every Parish at Fall Deanery 

Council Meeting 

2.   Episcopal Fund Committee established in Thunder Bay Deanery with reps  

      Rev. Canon Ed and Chris Heikkinen 

             3.   Line item in Parish Budget in support of Parochial Lay Readers  

             4.   “Communion Forest” – international Anglican initiative; educate people about the  

                    Christian stewardship of creation; each parish to undertake 1 initiative before next  

                    Diocesan Synod  

 

Timed Small Group Activity:   Task:  Community Building within the Deanery 

                                                (Missional Objectives) 

Review: 

Group 1 - Community Building within the Deanery: 

      through participation in Communications Committee, Deanery Day, Men’s Breakfast, 

       and Deanery camp get together in August 

Group  2 - Create a Welcoming Environment: 

                 Gospel Jamboree in process with Indigenous brothers and sisters; Pride Parade 

Group  3 - Feed the Hungry: 

                 planting vegetables; volunteering at soup kitchens; St. Michael’s monthly Breakfast 

     Programme at Algonquin School 

 

Reports   Community Building New Initiatives: 

Group 1 - Stewardship of Creation - Jen 

                Stewardship of creation meeting with guest speakers; outdoors with guided  

                Interpretive nature walks; guest speakers, e.g. Master   Gardeners; planting  

                gardens; Deanery hiking events (include youth)’ ‘Hiking Club’; women’s breakfast;  

                tours of parishes and gardens 

               -Members:  Jen Snowden, Shirley Hamilton, Janet Pike, Carol Knox, Jim Sutton 

                Brenda O’Neill, Sharon Corston 

Group 2 –Create A Welcoming Environment – Alicia 

                -cultural evening dinners/workshops, sharing of different cultures, e.g. food, crafts,  

                 entertainment; ‘Folklore Festivals’; upcoming Pride Parade with borrowed banner 

                 Motion to cover partial cost of printing a Thunder Bay Deanery Banner deferred until 

                 presentations are completed; Gospel Jamboree (Archdeacon Deborah)  

Group 3 – Go and Feed the Hungry – the Rev. Elizabeth 

                 continue individual parish programmes with ‘food outreach’; coming together as  

                 a Deanery with ‘food outreach’ projects; Deanery programmes with food outreach  

                 with various organizations 

      Members:  Vicky Gilham; Deborah Victor; Candace LaFrance; Patricia Mark; 

                 Alfreda Woods; the Rev. Ann Camber; Janet Creighton 
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  (c)  Deanery Men’s Breakfast Club – Dave Reid 

scheduled for Sept. 28th, 2024 at Gathering Table with guest speakers from Lakehead 

Conservation Authority with donations to the Episcopal Fund 

 

  (d)  Growing Project - Beyond Hunger – the Rev. Nancy Ringham 

         audio/visual presentation – rural shared ministry with West Thunder Bay and  

          First Christian Reformed Church, combined efforts (working together) in feeding the 

          hungry locally ie. Grace Place; donations welcome to ‘Growing Project’; interfaith 

          churches working together; “What is God guiding us to do?”; people concerned about  

          feeding people; contact the Rev. Nancy for further information 

MOTION:  

that the Deanery Council approve partial payment of the cost of printing the 

Thunder Bay North Shore “Proud Anglicans” banner up to $220.00 based on the 

quote received from Henderson’s Sign Co. 

                      Alicia Sandham (M)  Adrienne Davis (S)        CARRIED 

 

  (e)  Episcopal Fund – the Rev. Canon Ed 

         audio/visual presentation re historical background ‘Episcopal Origins’; Goal – to raise  

         4 million dollars to support the Office of the Bishop for generations to come. 

 

9. New Business continued 

  (b)  Elections – Carol Knox 

          i. Regional Dean 

          the Rev. Gordon Holroyd is stepping down as Regional Dean and we give thanks for his   

          dedication for the past 3 years  

Regional Dean to complete a term ending in 2025 – the Rev. Elizabeth Sipos 

There were no further nominations, so the Rev. Elizabeth was acclaimed. 

ii. Lay Steward 

Laurie Sandham has resigned  

we give thanks for Laurie’s faithful dedication for the past 3 years 

Lay Steward to complete a term ending in 2025 – Adrienne Davis 

There were no further nominations, so Adrienne Davis was acclaimed. 

 

  (c)   Deanery Council meeting February 22nd, 2025 at St. Stephen’s 

 

10. Adjournment 

         Motion to Adjourn (1:00 p.m.)   – Patricia Mark 

 

         Word of Appreciation – many thanks to the Rev. Jan Latham and the team that has 

prepared the lovely lunch. 

 

Next Meeting 9:30 a.m. Saturday, October 5th, 2024 St. Michael’s & All Angels Church 

 

Closing Prayer – the Rev. Jan and the Meeting closed with ‘the Grace’   


