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THUNDER BAY-NORTH SHORE ANGLICANS 

April 15th, 2023 

 Deanery Council Meeting   

hosted by St. Michael and All Angels 

Devotions at 9:30 a.m. 

TOTAL  ATTENDANCE incl. Zoom:  38  

               
  THOSE PRESENT: 

 Deanery Chair – the Rev. Gordon Holroyd, Regional Dean   (St. Paul’s) 

 Archdeacon – the Venerable Deborah Kraft (St. Paul’s) 

 Lay Stewards – Dale Sparkes (Gathering Table);  Laurie Sandham, (St. Paul’s) 

 Treasurer – Janet Pike (St. Stephen’s) 

 Secretary – Patricia Mark  (St. Michael’s)     

 A.C.W. Deanery President – Ruth Merkley  (St. Michael’s) 

 PWRDF Coordinator –   Carol Knox  (St. Paul’s) 

 Deanery Youth Coordinator –  Jennifer Snowden (St. Paul’s) 

 Deanery Finance Chair – the Rev. Canon Ed Swayze (St. Stephen’s)  

 Communications Committee Chair – Sharon Corston  (Gathering Table) 

Mission to Seafarers – the Rev. Canon Ed Swayze (St. Stephen’s)   

Camp Gitchigomee – Jim Sutton (Gathering Table)      

 Warden of Lay Readers –  Lay Incumbent Deb Everest (St. George’s) 

 St. George’s –  Janet Creighton;   Patrick Chapin  

 Gathering Table –  the Rev. Ann Camber;  Brenda O’Neil; Sheila Chisholm; 

    (regrets David  Reid)  

 St. Mary’s (Nipigon) –     Shirlene Mowat                      

St. Michael’s – the Rev. Nancy Ringham; Barb Fontaine; Sharon Styles;  

Vicky Gilham; Irene Wyrozub; Joyce Essa; Judy Hovey; (regrets Janis Beebe)           

St. Paul’s –  Daniel Klein;   Dorothy Piccinin;  Alicia Sandham;   

Chris Heikkinen;   Adrienne Davis 

 St. Stephen’s –  Diane Swayze 

 St. Thomas’ –  the Rev. Jonathan Blanchard 

 Parish of West Thunder Bay – the Rev. Jonathan Blanchard 

- St. Mark’s –   

- St James –    Bonnie Perrier  

St. John the Evangelist (Schreiber) -   Jan Latham  

       Youth Delegates to Synod –  Hollie Davis (St. Paul’s);  

           

Guests – Diocesan Treasurer Canon Jane Mesich  

     Assistant Diocesan Treasurer Jen Baron   
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April 15th,2023  Deanery Council  

@ St. Michael’s 

 

9:35  Welcome – Rev. Gordon  

- Welcome Guests - Jane Mesich, Treasurer & Jen Baron, 

 Co-Treasurer,  from the Synod Office (S.S.M.)  

9:40    Opening Devotions - the Rev. Nancy Ringham 

9:55     Welcome to new members  

 

1.   Agenda (additions and/or deletions) – Rev. Gordon 

Additional item to Agenda -  ‘Thank You’  – Rev. Nancy 

MOTION:  to accept the Agenda as amended          

         Jennifer Snowden  (M)   Alicia Sandham  (M)      CARRIED 

 

Roll Call – acknowledgement of Deb Everest, Thomas Ferris, & Jan Latham 

      as Ordinands to the Diaconate @ Synod 2023 (Archdeacon Deborah) 

 

2.    Diocesan Financial Overview Presentation – Jane Mesich & Jen Baron 

       -first ‘all in person’ Synod since Covid 2019;  overview of Diocesan Budget  

       - Budget attached 

 

3.    Approval of Minutes of Feb. 25th, 2023 Meeting – Rev. Gordon 

MOTION: to accept the Minutes of Feb. 25th, 2023 Meeting 

             Janet Pike   (M)        Sharon Corston  (S)      CARRIED 

 

4.      Business Arising – Rev. Gordon 

 -Rev. Nancy re CLAY – thank you for the financial support to date,  including 

this morning’s bake sale;  currently 5 youth and 3 Leaders signed up  

 

5.      Comments/Questions re Circulated Reports – Rev. Gordon 

 -no reports circulated 

 

Archdeacon Deborah – on behalf of Deanery Council, THANK  YOU  Jane & Jen  for 

all your help with our finances, for being available, accessible and so helpful,  we 

appreciate your taking the time to drive  from the Soo for our Meeting this morning, 

especially Canon Jane after 27 years of faithful service as our Treasurer 
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6. (10:40)  STRETCH  BREAK 

 

7.   (11:00) Archdeacon Report – Archdeacon Deborah 

       -verbal Report:   greetings from Archbishop Anne’s, and  bookmarks distributed;      

Synod Deanery T-shirts;  individual parishes now responsible for ‘on line Church 

Training for Staff and Volunteers;    parish Coordinator selected and  name 

submitted to Synod Office c/o Liz Hamel (Diocesan Administrator), for info re ‘on 

line church training’ with Vector Solutions;  “how to keep people safe in your Parish”;  

- new Lay Incumbent Jan Latham, begins full time incumbency, May 1st, 2023 in 

partnership with St. Mary’s, Nipigon & St. John’s, Schreiber;  residency in Nipigon 

- Certificate of Appreciation names to Synod Office – deadline May 30th, 2023   

- Synod delegates – 2 cards per parish   a) ‘Community building idea(s) that worked 

since 2020     b) Community building idea(s) that didn’t work    

-‘Clericus’ continues to meet every Tues. a.m.; thank you  & grateful to all ,clergy & 

lay for all your hard work, for all your energy throughout the Deanery 

 

Missional Objectives:     ‘Break Out’ into 3 groups’ – 20 minutes 

a) Community Building within the Deanery 

b) Creating a Welcoming Environment 

c) Feeding the Hungry 

TASK:   Select initiative & gather into groups (planning teams) for discussion on 

how to implement selected initiative that you are willing to support, spokesperson 

to report back to the group  - submit results to the Secretary  

 

Group C – Feeding the Hungry: 

Team Members:  Brenda O’Neill;  Bonnie Perrier;   Rev. Ann Camber; Judy  Hovey; 

        Janet Creighton; Patrick Chapin; Deborah Everest ;Sharon Styles  

Activity:   ‘Plant a Row’ Programme – encourage parishioners to plant an  

            extra row of vegetables, ex. Carrots/potatoes/tomatoes/beans, peas, etc. 

            which will  be donated to a food bank; food for kids in summer; 

Donation:   of time as an extension by working a day @ a food kitchen/food bank   

                ie.  Dew Drop (Deanery Council) 

Suggested recipients:   Rural Food Bank;  Gathering Table Food Cupboard;  

      St. Paul’s;  St. Thomas (Family Giving Centre);  RFDA  

 

Group B – Create A Welcoming Environment: 

Team Members:  Rev. Nancy Ringham;  Rev. Jonathan Blanchard;  Chris Heikkinen;  

        Barb Fontaine;  Daniel Klein;  Laurie Sandham;  Alicia Sandham 
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Group B  Activity:   

  1. ‘Gospel Jamboree’:  Coordinator Rev. Jonathan 

         - deanery wide event with music, food, fellowship 

  -date to be decided & scheduling 

- alternating church locations, North/South 

                    - Rev. Nancy Lutheran contact    

             Volunteers -  Chris H.,  Laurie S.,  Daniel,  Hollie,  Barb 

        2.   -create a (walking) float for the Thunder Pride parade in June  

                       -Alicia has been in touch with Proud Anglicans folks in Toronto 

    -Alicia has also been speaking to Thunder Pride (who organizes the  

  local parade), and will forward info re date to register float  

    submissions 

             Volunteers:   Laurie S.,   Alicia S.,  Dorothy Piccinin,   Daniel, 

    Rev. Nancy Ringham,  Barb Fontaine 

 

Group A – Community Building Within the Community 

   Team Members:   Sharon Corston, Vicky Gilham,  Dale Sparkes, Janet Pike, 

          Jim Sutton, Adrienne Davis,  Diane Swayze,  Patricia M.,  Joyce Essa,  

          Irene Wyrozub, Canon Ed Swayze, Janis Barker 

Activity: 1.   Communications Committee (revived) -  rep from each parish on Comm.; 

to communicate Deanery events/activities to parishioners 

(Newsletter/announcements, etc.)   

              2.  Plan Annual Men’s Breakfast -  currently 2 parishes meet monthly,   

  St. Paul’s & Gathering Table,  contact person to be  listed in  

                    Deanery Directory   

    Planning Committee:   Rev. Ed Swayze; Dale Sparkes, Jim Sutton   

     3.  Plan a  Deanery Day -     

          Carol Knox (St. Paul’s),  Sharon Corston (Gathering Table);  

Janet Pike (St. Stephen’s); Alicia Sandham (St. Paul’s);  

Vicky Gilham  St. Michael’s) 

Shelter House BBQ postponed for 2023  

 

8.    (11:45)  Regional Dean Report – Rev. Gordon 

 - report attached 

 

9.  Nominating Committee Report  – Carol K.;   Janet P.;  Archdeacon Deborah 

     Deanery Youth Delegates to Synod 2023: 

          Hollie Davis (St. Paul’s);   Abby Woods (St. Michael’s); Anne DeVries (WTB) 

     Regional Dean – Rev. Gordon Holroyd 
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     Lay Steward – Laurie Sandham, continuing completion of term  

     Lay  Steward  -  Brenda O’Neilll       

            Thank you to  Lay Steward Dale Sparkes, upon his retirement   

          Thank you to former Chair, Kathleen Aitkin 

      Chair of Deanery Council - Canon Ed Swayze 

      Secretary of Deanery Council – Patricia Mark 

      Treasurer – Janet Pike 

       PWRDF Co-ordinator – Carol Knox 

      Mission to Seafarers’ Rep – Janet Pike 

      Communications (Standing Comm.) - Sharon Corston, Alicia Sandham 

     Parish reps to be added to the Committee  

      Finance (Standing Comm.) - 

    Chris Bailey, Daniel Klein, Janet Pike, Archdeacon Deborah   

      Thank you Canon Ed, for his dedication to the Committee, is stepping down  

 Lenten Retreat (Standing Comm.) -   the Rev. Camber,  Christine French, 

          Carol Knox,  Janet Pike,  Archdeacon Deborah  

 Missions (Standing Committee) –  

 ‘Plant A Row’ Committee -   ‘Gospel Jamboree Committee’  

    Shelter House BBQ -    Alison Arthur  

 Deanery Day/Mutual Ministry (Standing Committee) - 

- Sharon Corston, Carol Knox,  Deb Everest, Janet Pike  

THANK  YOU to the Nominating Committee for all their hard work  - Rev. Gordon 

 

10. Financial Report – Canon Ed 

 -report attached;  all parish levies now paid 

MOTION:  to accept the March 31, 2023 Financial Report as presented 

   Canon Ed Swayze  (M)     Janet  Pike  (S)      CARRIED 

 

11. Mission to Seafarers – Canon Ed 

 -verbal Report:   congratulations to Chris Heikkinen in new position:  Port 

Authority,  Director of Business Development in Terminal Operations;  ships ‘in & 

out’ of Port;  Treasurer  vacancy currently;  Volunteers’ Association Social well 

attended;   new volunteers always welcome; Fundraising Dinner Fri. April 21st, 2023;  

upcoming May Meat Sale fundraiser  
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MOTION:  to accept Mission to Seafarers’ Report as presented   

  Canon Ed Swayze  (M)          Adrienne Davis   (S)    CARRIED 

12. Communications – Sharon Corston 

 -verbal report – representatives from each parish on Committee (see  

Community Building Group A initiative);  meeting to be scheduled  post Synod  

MOTION: to accept the Communications Report as presented 

      Sharon (M)          Jim Sutton  (S)          CARRIED 

 

13. PWRDF – Carol Knox 

 -Kingfisher Lake Water Truck  Project continued in Lent as goal not 

reached; to date, monies collected & prayer of thanks scheduled for  

Sun. Apr. 23rd, 2023 

MOTION:  to accept the Report of the PWRDF Committee  

                        Carol Knox  (M)       Chris Heikkinen  (S)    CARRIED 

Point of Order – reminder to forward names of Chairs of all Deanery Committees 

to Chair,  Canon Ed (Deanery Directory) 

 

Announcements:  ACW – invitation to attend Spring Meeting @ Gathering Table, 

Thurs. April 20th, 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. (Ruth) 

Suggestion;    to consider holding meetings/gatherings outside of working hours 

                    (Adrienne) 

 

14. Date & Location of next Meeting:  

       Sat. Oct. 14th, 2023  @ St. Thomas  

 

Closing  Prayer – Lay Incumbent,  Deb Everest 

 

Meeting closed with ‘The Grace’ 

 

15. Adjournment (12:20 p.m.)     - Patricia 


