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Dear PWRDF friend and supporter,

PWRDF staff are all working from home but can be reached by email or telephone
and are checking voice messages regularly.

The work of supporting vulnerable communities all over the world continues, and in
many ways has become even more challenging in light of the COVID-19
pandemic. We are receiving and processing donations for all our programs,
including a COVID-19 emergency response. Donate online, or by calling toll-free
at 1-866-308-7973.

In this update, read details about our COVID-19 response, how partners are
coping with the pandemic, how the federal government is supporting charities and
how you can pray for PWRDF.

NEWS
PWRDF allocates $200K to Partners in Health,
Village Health Works, ACT Alliance and HelpAge
Canada in COVID-19 response

The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund has announced a plan to
allocate $200,000 to respond to COVID-19 around the world and in Canada.
The money will be spread across four partners: Village Health Works
(Burundi), Partners in Health (global response), ACT Alliance’s Global Appeal
and HelpAge Canada, supporting vulnerable seniors here.

Read the whole story

How PWRDF partners are coping with
pandemic

Many of our partners work in
communities where access to health
care is limited, COVID-19 testing is
unavailable and physical distancing
is a luxury. Here’s a check-in with
some of our partners who have told
us how they’re doing.

Read about our partners here

Letter to federal government gains traction
PWRDF was one of 200 charitable organizations to sign on to a letter advocating
for support of the non-profit sector in the face of COVID-19. The economic fallout
of lost jobs and decreased investment income add up to a big loss for charitable
giving. For PWRDF and other faith-based aid organizations, the loss of offerings
coming in from church collection plates is particularly challenging. The letter has
made an impact on the federal government, which stated that charities would be

eligible for the 75% wage subsidy, provided they proved a 30% decrease in givings.
For more on the story, read here.

RESOURCES
Pray with PWRDF on Zoom video conference

On Thursday, April 2, PWRDF staff led a short service of prayer and reflection
on Zoom video. Almost 50 people joined us to pray and hear a special
message from the Primate, Archbishop Linda Nicholls. Watch the Primate's
message by clicking on the image above. Join us Thursday, April 9 at 1 p.m.
EST for another short service with the Rev. Canon David Harrison delivering
the reflection. Don't have a computer? No problem! You can join by phone
instead. To receive the Zoom link, click below.

Register for Prayers with PWRDF

A Prayer for PWRDF in your virtual services

As your worship community gathers for virtual
services or videoconference, please feel free to say
this prayer.

Loving God, give PWRDF and the people who depend on its support,
the courage and strength to persevere in this time of pandemic.
Be with them in the challenges they are facing,
and hold us to our vision for a truly just, healthy and peaceful world.
In the name of your child, Jesus,
Amen.

Give online to PWRDF

Hello valued members, volunteers, and campers.
First,
I would like to thank you all for your incredible hard work and support that has
continued to make Camp Gitchigomee what it is. In our 75th Anniversary year, it has
been incredible to look back on the many ways God has moved in us to shape the Camp
Gitchigomee community over the years, and you are the heart of this community.
Unfortunately, due to the current global COVID-19 crisis, that community is going to
have to look a little different this year. The Board of Directors are currently engaged in
email discussions on how this will impact Camp Gitchigomee this year. We have had to
cancel all previously scheduled upcoming events including:
-> The Annual General Meeting
-> Camp Auxiliary Bake Sale
-> Log Painting
-> The Two-Bit Auction Fundraiser
Thank you to everyone who has contributed with planning, donating, and
making yourselves available to help out at these events. It is our hope that these events
can be postponed and run at later dates. The Board will continue to discuss the situation
as it develops and provide updates as plans are made or things change. At this time, the
Board feels it is best not to open up camper registration for this summer season until
the end of April, at which point we are hoping for some clarity on the situation ahead
and time to better prepare and make decisions.
In uncertain times it is important that we continue to reach out and support each other
and find a way to connect, even if that is at a distance. We will continue to post
memories from the past 75 years of camp to our Facebook and Instagram pages, please
send in any photos or stories you wish to share, share our posts and comment to reach
out to each other. For those seeking community at this time the Diocese of Algoma has
provided a list of congregations putting worship services online, as well as prayer
resources you can use during these challenging times, please see the links below:
https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/2020/03/20/congregations-live-streaming-worshipin-algoma/
https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/2020/03/17/prayer-resources-for-use-at-home/
Thank you all again for the continued support of the Camp Gitchigomee mission. In
our current situation, we are amazed and inspired by the strength and love in our camp
family. Thank you also for working with us to keep our communities safe and healthy
through physical distancing. We will continue to pray for healing and the ability to come
together in physical community again soon.
Camp Gitchigomee Board of Directors
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